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Chromebooks districtwide: 2,100

Number of wireless classrooms: 227

At the heart of an outstanding 
instructional program, technology offers 
opportunities for students to be more 
actively involved in learning. It also 
enables students to be more creative, 
provides access to deeper research 
opportunities, and helps students 
express and formulate their thoughts, 
understandings and opinions about the 
world in which they live.  

To this end, a primary goal of our 
district is to invest significant time and 
resources in integrating technology into 
our instructional practice, programming 
and curriculum development, thereby 
preparing all of our students for the 
high-tech college and career fields they 
will enter upon graduating.

In 2015, the district began 
developing a wireless infrastructure 
to support a 1:1 tablet initiative. 
Today, students in grades 6 through 
12 receive Chromebooks that they 
use in each class and bring home to 
complete assignments. Penny Curry, 
district director of instructional 
technology, explained that the 1:1 
Chromebook initiative benefits 

students in many ways. For example, 
students use Chromebooks to research 
topics they are studying. Additionally, 
they can access electronic textbooks, 
create presentations or develop short 
videos to demonstrate their learning in 
creative ways, much like professionals do 
in the modern workplace.  

Secondary Instructional Specialist 
Courtney Eisenzapf explains that 
Chromebook technology enhances the 
interaction students have with teachers 
and helps students develop important 
career skills. Whether developing 
keyboarding skills by taking notes in 
class or learning to design programs 
using coding applications, the students  
develop skills through technology 
integration that prepare them for a wide 
range of success in the future.

From the educators’ perspective, 
technology is also extremely helpful as 
it allows them to learn more about their 
students in real time. For example, a 
math teacher can share a math problem 
with all students after teaching a mini-
lesson about a topic. Within seconds, 
that teacher can assess who understands 
the concept being taught and who 
does not. From that point in time, that 
teacher can break the class into small 

groups and provide targeted instruction 
based on exactly what the students need. 
Technology used as an assessment tool 
drastically reshapes how teachers become 
instantly responsive to the learning 
needs of their students.

According to Elementary Technology 
Specialist Daniele Luke, all students at 
the elementary level are taught internet 
safety, digital citizenship, keyboarding 
skills, and how to use the wide range of 
Google Tools so that they can share their 
work with peers and teachers.  

Great school systems find productive 
ways to incorporate technology into 
the work that teachers do each day with 
their students. The Wantagh School 
District is committed to implementing  
technology in a variety of ways into all 
classrooms, because we know that the 
skills students will subsequently acquire 
are essential to their success in the 
future.

Continue to read 
about the district’s 
use of Chromebook 
technology on 
the inside of this 
newsletter. 

What’s New in
Chromebook Technology?

Chromebook Stats
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Create class
As an Advanced Placement Research 

student enrolled in the District’s AP 
Capstone program, Timothy conducted 
an in-depth research project, “The Morality of YouTube,” to 
determine whether there should be more age constraints and 
regulation on watching posted videos.  

He imported several YouTube videos onto a survey and 
using Google Forms, sent 10 questions to students, friends 
and teachers for analysis of the videos. The sharing capability 
of Google Forms and Google Docs allowed participants to rate 
the “morality” as depicted in the videos on a scale of one  
to 10.

The convenience of the Chromebook, Timothy said, is 
that there is immediate access, even during random instances 
when an idea comes to mind for his project. His teacher also 
provides the class with weekly and monthly assignments 
through Google Docs to make sure students are on track and 
can review student work in real time. Another benefit is that he 
can share his research with classmates who are often 
willing to review his ideas and assist with research.  

Vito finds that his 
Chromebook is essential in 
all of his subjects. Loaded 
with the Google Suite, he 
can access Google Drive to 
open documents needed for 
class, access his teachers’ 
assignments and share his work in real time. While 
working on in-school or at-home assignments, Vito 
can share his work with the teacher or with peers, 
partner on projects and assignments, and have 
immediate access to websites and other research 
tools. Another advantage of Google Docs is 
that he can create slides, charts and drawings 
to accompany his research and assignments. 

Olivia explained that her 
success in Earth Science 
is due to the availability of the Castle Learning 
program, which is downloaded on her Chromebook. 
This program offers comprehensive instructional 
support for in-class review, homework and testing 
in various subjects. She said there is a lot of 
memorization of subjects dealing with astronomy, 
tides, the sun’s position and rocks, and Castle 
Review provides her with constant online review of 
these topics until she is confident of her knowledge. 
The teacher, who facilitates the study and online 
review, can review students’ learning in real time and 
can retrofit the review to the class’s problem areas. 
The teacher can also provide websites to study. In 
addition, Google Classroom is an excellent tool 
to access assignments and homework, as well as a 
course outline of what is expected of the 
students.

Learning math is fun and 
engaging for elementary 
students who are 
memorizing their addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division facts. Ellie 
said her teacher equipped the class with math games 
on Google Classroom. The games replace the old 
flashcards and assist the students in learning the facts 
easily. In addition, Ellie said it makes learning math fun,  
and she can access the games either at home 
or at school.   

As a member of the Science Olympiad 
A Team, Joey uses his Chromebook to his 
advantage in building simple machines and 
gravity vehicles and researching coding. 
Students are required to build and program 
their own devices for competition, and research is essential 
to the team’s success.

Joey said his Chromebook is invaluable as a constant 
research tool. He has used his Chromebook for competition 
to research the different classes of levers and the ratio of 
masses to hang on his lever. Recently, he researched how 
to write code to create an electric thermometer. Google 
Docs on the Chromebook also allows Science Olympiad 
competitors to create a binder, much like a notebook, 
that can be shared with a partner. Partners can share their 
work with one another as they complete a certain 
aspect of a project, while providing valuable 
comments and ideas.  

During social studies 
class, Lyla and her 
classmates have been 
researching various 
locations throughout 
the world. Using their 
Chromebooks, the 
students researched the 
geography, customs 
and culture of their 
assigned locations and utilized Google Docs to 
save the information and Google Slides to create 
a notebook or report. Lyla said the advantage 
was that she could research photos and videos 
of Dublin, her assigned city, allowing her to view 
the location at the same time she was 
researching it, making the city more 
relevant. 
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How Our Teachers Use

Ms. Morgan often uses Chromebooks to reinforce her fourth grade students’ math skills by providing them 
with math center activities. She explained that when she uses an additional modality, she can reach different 
kinds of learners. She can also create tiers, called scaffolding, through use of Google Classroom, where she can individualize instruction for 
groups of students with the same skill set.  

During a recent math center review, students divided into groups to complete four centers. During the centers, the students 
learned to scan a QR code on their Chromebooks to access math problems and were asked to use Google Slides to access a series 
of problems to solve X, download slides with problems to make an algorithm true by solving it and make a snowflake with a word 
problem to be printed and solved by the class.

Ms. Lopera said the Chromebook comes in handy as students utilize Google Classroom to organize all of their 
units of study, homework assignments and supplemental information, as well as mini lessons and extra-help quizzes. 
She can pull writing samples from modern media to assist students with specific writing issues, such as transitions and 
tense agreement. The students’ work is available in real time and she can make suggestions on their writing by accessing 
Google Docs. Students can also link their phone with their Chromebooks, where they receive alerts and reminders. 

Through College Board’s online AP Classroom, Ms. Lopera’s AP Language and Composition students can take tests and receive 
instant feedback from College Board, allowing students to see what skills they need to refine. Ms. Lopera can also analyze data and 
determine what skills students need reinforced. Additionally, Ms. Lopera can discuss text with a small group of students while the rest 
of the class can access and discuss their peers’ work. 

Ms. Babcock believes that at some point accountability comes into play, as do the questions about whether or not a 
student can hear his or her neighbor or if he or she is blending in with the rest of the band. The Chromebook technology 
assists students with these questions by requiring them to listen to themselves.

Using Flipgrid and distributed through Google Classroom, students can listen to a video with a metronome tempo 
dictated to model the sound she wants the students to play. The students take their Chromebooks home, listen to the 

Flipgrid video and make their own video recording while modeling the important musical details. 
During concert season, Ms. Babcock requires students to concentrate on finite details. Utilizing Google Classroom, students listen to 

professional musicians perform the music they’ll play in concert, answer specific questions relating to how the student feels when listening 
to the music and use Flipgrid to play their instrument to the professional video and for review by Ms. Babcock. 
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